PROTECTS OUR
ENVIRONMENT

Reduces greenhouse
gas emissions and
helps combat
climate change.

INDIGENOUS LEADERSHIP.
NATURAL SOLUTIONS.

SHARED PROSPERITY.

BENEFITS OF

REENHOU
AS OFFSE

Carbon offset projects create lasting benefits

for the environment, communities,
and future generations.

STRENGTHENS

COMMUNITIES

Creates local jobs,
builds capacity,
and supports

community well-being

GENERATES
REVENUE

Creates long-term

income opportunities |

that support
economic growth.
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ADVANCES
RECONCILIATION
Supports Indigenous

leadership, rights,
and stewardship
of the land.
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BUILDS A BETTER
FUTURE

Invests in natural
solutions for healthy
lands, waters, and
future generations.
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BIRCH CARBON
PROGRAM SUMMARY
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KEY INSIGHTS. REAL IMPACT. STRONGER COMMUNITIES.

Birch Carbon Program Summaries provide Indigenous Nations
with quick, easy-to-understand insights from important resources
— highlighting what matters most and how it can support
environmental stewardship, community priorities,

and long-term prosperity.

WHAT YOU’LL FIND INSIDE
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KEY INDIGENOUS BIRCH CARBON COMMUNITY ORIGINAL
TAKEAWAYS FOCUS PERSPECTIVE OPPORTUNITIES SOURCE
The most important Why it matters. Our insights on How this information Direct links to
points from the to your Natien, opportunities, can create value the full document
original resource. your lands, benefits, and for your people and official
and your future, real-world impact. and territory. resources.

OUR COMMITMENT

We are committed to making complex information

y

accessible and relevant for Indigenous Nations
so you can make informed decisions,

protect your lands, and build prosperity

for future generations.
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¢ ABOUT THIS SUMMARY BENEFITS

BIRCH CARBON PROGRAM SUMMARY

About This
Summary

This summary has been prepared by the Birch
Carbon Program to help Indigenous Nations
understand the benefits that a greenhouse gas
offset project may bring to a community, beyond the
carbon itself.

Rather than replacing the original Government of
Canada publication, this document sets out the
three families of benefit it describes, explains what
each one can look like on the ground, and connects
them to Indigenous-led stewardship.

Original Publication = This Edition

The Essentials: An educational
Benefits of Greenhouse companion prepared by
Gas Offset Projects the Birch Carbon
Environment and Program for Indigenous

Climate Change Canada Nations.




¢ WHY THIS MATTERS BENEFITS

THE STARTING POINT

Why This Matters

A carbon project is often described only in terms of
credits and tonnes. That is the smallest part of the
story.

The Government of Canada groups the benefits of
an offset project into three families: economic,
environmental, and social. Each one touches a
different part of community life, and for many
Nations the social and environmental benefits
matter as much as the revenue.

THE QUESTION WORTH ASKING

Not only what a project earns, but what it protects,
what it employs, and what it leaves behind for the
next generation.
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¢ KEY CONCEPTS EXPLAINED BENEFITS

CONCEPT 01

Three Families of
&meﬁt

Economic
Revenue from the sale of offset credits, and
employment tied to caring for the land.

Environmental
Healthier habitat, soil, water and forest, alongside
the climate benefit itself.

Social

Support for cultural and traditional use, community
health, and new skills held locally.

WHY IT MATTERS TO INDIGENOUS NATIONS

These are not competing outcomes. A well-
designed project tends to produce all three at once,
because they come from the same act of




¢ KEY CONCEPTS EXPLAINED BENEFITS

CONCEPT 02

Economic Benetits

Taking part in an offset project is an economic
development opportunity. The sale of offset credits
creates a revenue stream that can help fund
community priorities, decided by the community.

Projects in sectors such as forestry, agriculture
and waste management can also present
employment opportunities.

WHY IT MATTERS TO INDIGENOUS NATIONS

Where employment has been tied to natural
resource development, offset projects may be able
to offer work of a different kind: jobs in better
management of the land and in reducing carbon
pollution, rather than in extraction.




¢ KEY CONCEPTS EXPLAINED BENEFITS

CONCEPT 03

Environmental
Benetits

Offset projects are a way to earn revenue from
activities that reduce climate change rather than
contribute to it.

Projects that improve land management practices
may also deliver co-benefits well beyond carbon:

¢ Improved wildlife habitat o Better soil quality

o Better water quality o Conservation of forest

WHY IT MATTERS TO INDIGENOUS NATIONS
These co-benefits are often the outcomes a Nation
cared about first. Carbon markets simply provide a
way to fund the work that produces them.




¢ KEY CONCEPTS EXPLAINED BENEFITS

CONCEPT 04

Social and Cultural
Benetits

o Land-based projects can improve wildlife and plant
populations for cultural and traditional use,
supporting activities such as hunting and
harvesting

o Waste management projects can reduce the risks
of harmful pollutants and improve community well-
being and health

o Project development can build community capacity
through new skills and knowledge that stay in the
community

WHY IT MATTERS TO INDIGENOUS NATIONS
Capacity is the benefit that outlasts the project.
Skills in monitoring, mapping, and land management
remain with the Nation whatever happens in the
market.




¢ KEY CONCEPTS EXPLAINED BENEFITS

CONCEPT 05

Benetits Are Not
Automatic

Benefits follow the project, and not every project
qualifies. What a Nation may see depends on:

o The type of project and whether an approved
protocol exists for it

o Whether the project meets eligibility rules and
passes independent verification

» How many credits the project generates, and what
buyers pay for them

SAID PLAINLY

Early figures are planning tools, not promises. They
are there to help a community decide whether the
next step is worth taking.
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¢ BIRCH CARBON INSIGHTS BENEFITS

OUR PERSPECTIVE

The revenue is real. It
is also the smallest
part.

The Nations we work with rarely lead
with the money.

They ask whether the moose will come back.
Whether the water will run clean. Whether young
people will have a reason to stay, and work worth
doing when they do.

Those are the benefits this publication describes,
and they are the ones we think are worth
measuring.

ALWAYS IN A GOOD WAY
A project that pays well but leaves the land poorer
has failed, whatever the credits say.
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¢ BIRCH CARBON INSIGHTS BENEFITS

OUR ROLE

How the Birch
Carbon Program
Supports
Communities

We work alongside Indigenous Nations throughout
project development. Our role includes:

o ldentifying which benefits a territory may
realistically support

o Explaining technical requirements in plain language

o Coordinating scientific assessment and
quantification

o Supporting project registration and independent
verification

o Connecting verified credits with qualified buyers

o Helping communities decide, at every stage

OUR GOAL
To simplify a complex process while supporting




¢ BIRCH CARBON INSIGHTS BENEFITS

NEXT STEPS

Where a Nation Can
Begin

There is no obligation at any stage, and no land use
changes while questions are still being answered.

» Name the benefits that matter. Revenue, habitat,
employment, capacity. Communities weigh them
differently, and that shapes the project.

o Talk it through. We can meet with Chief and
Council, staff, or community members and answer
questions in plain language.

o Look at the land. A preliminary review helps
identify which benefits a territory may realistically
support.

o Decide together. Any next step is the Nation's
decision, on the Nation's timeline.

TO BEGIN A CONVERSATION
info@michaelbirch.ca
birchcarbonprogram.com
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¢ RESOURCES & REFERENCES BENEFITS

ORIGINAL SOURCE

Resources &
References

ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE CHANGE
* CANADA

The Essentials: Benetfits of

Greenhouse Gas Offset Projects

Read the original publication »

GOVERNMENT OF CANADA - GREENHOUSE
* GAS OFFSET TOOLKIT

Section: Benetfits of greenhouse gas
offset projects

Open that section of the toolkit ~

Attribution. The Essentials: Benefits of Greenhouse Gas Offset
Projects is a publication of Environment and Climate Change
Canada, Government of Canada, published under the Greenhouse
Gas Offset Toolkit. All rights in the original publication remain with
the Government of Canada.

About this summary. This Birch Carbon Program Summary is an
educational companion to the original publication. It is intended to
improve accessibility and understanding while encouraging readers


https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/climate-change/ghg-offset/indigenous-toolkit/The%20Carbon%20Essentials_EN-C.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pricing-pollution-how-it-will-work/output-based-pricing-system/federal-greenhouse-gas-offset-system/toolkit.html#toc2

INDIGENOUS LEADERSHIP.
NATURAL SOLUTIONS.
SHARED PROSPERITY.

Part of the Indigenous Carbon Knowledge

Centre. Plain-language summaries of the
publications that matter most to Nations.

BIRCHCARBONPROGRAM.COM


https://birchcarbonprogram.com/

