




A B O U T  T H I S  S U M M A RY B E N E F I TS

B I R C H  C A R B O N  P R O G R A M  S U M M A R Y

About This
Summary
This summary has been prepared by the Birch
Carbon Program to help Indigenous Nations
understand the benefits that a greenhouse gas
offset project may bring to a community, beyond the
carbon itself.

Rather than replacing the original Government of
Canada publication, this document sets out the
three families of benefit it describes, explains what
each one can look like on the ground, and connects
them to Indigenous-led stewardship.

Original Publication
The Essentials:
Benefits of Greenhouse
Gas Offset Projects
Environment and
Climate Change Canada

This Edition
An educational
companion prepared by
the Birch Carbon
Program for Indigenous
Nations.
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S B E N E F I TS

T H E  S TA R T I N G  P O I N T

Why This Matters
A carbon project is often described only in terms of
credits and tonnes. That is the smallest part of the
story.

The Government of Canada groups the benefits of
an offset project into three families: economic,
environmental, and social. Each one touches a
different part of community life, and for many
Nations the social and environmental benefits
matter as much as the revenue.

T H E  Q U E S T I O N  W O R T H  A S K I N G

Not only what a project earns, but what it protects,
what it employs, and what it leaves behind for the
next generation.
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K E Y  C O N C E P TS  E X P L A I N E D B E N E F I TS

C O N C E P T  0 1

Three Families of
Benefit

Economic
Revenue from the sale of offset credits, and
employment tied to caring for the land.

Environmental
Healthier habitat, soil, water and forest, alongside
the climate benefit itself.

Social
Support for cultural and traditional use, community
health, and new skills held locally.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

These are not competing outcomes. A well-
designed project tends to produce all three at once,
because they come from the same act of
stewardship.
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K E Y  C O N C E P TS  E X P L A I N E D B E N E F I TS

C O N C E P T  0 2

Economic Benefits
Taking part in an offset project is an economic
development opportunity. The sale of offset credits
creates a revenue stream that can help fund
community priorities, decided by the community.

Projects in sectors such as forestry, agriculture
and waste management can also present
employment opportunities.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

Where employment has been tied to natural
resource development, offset projects may be able
to offer work of a different kind: jobs in better
management of the land and in reducing carbon
pollution, rather than in extraction.
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K E Y  C O N C E P TS  E X P L A I N E D B E N E F I TS

C O N C E P T  0 3

Environmental
Benefits
Offset projects are a way to earn revenue from
activities that reduce climate change rather than
contribute to it.

Projects that improve land management practices
may also deliver co-benefits well beyond carbon:

Improved wildlife habitat Better soil quality

Better water quality Conservation of forest

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

These co-benefits are often the outcomes a Nation
cared about first. Carbon markets simply provide a
way to fund the work that produces them.
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K E Y  C O N C E P TS  E X P L A I N E D B E N E F I TS

C O N C E P T  0 4

Social and Cultural
Benefits

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

Capacity is the benefit that outlasts the project.
Skills in monitoring, mapping, and land management
remain with the Nation whatever happens in the
market.

Land-based projects can improve wildlife and plant
populations for cultural and traditional use,
supporting activities such as hunting and
harvesting
Waste management projects can reduce the risks
of harmful pollutants and improve community well-
being and health
Project development can build community capacity
through new skills and knowledge that stay in the
community
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K E Y  C O N C E P TS  E X P L A I N E D B E N E F I TS

C O N C E P T  0 5

Benefits Are Not
Automatic
Benefits follow the project, and not every project
qualifies. What a Nation may see depends on:

S A I D  P L A I N LY

Early figures are planning tools, not promises. They
are there to help a community decide whether the
next step is worth taking.

The type of project and whether an approved
protocol exists for it
Whether the project meets eligibility rules and
passes independent verification
How many credits the project generates, and what
buyers pay for them
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B I R C H  CA R B O N  I N S I G H TS B E N E F I TS

O U R  P E R S P E C T I V E

The revenue is real. It
is also the smallest
part.
The Nations we work with rarely lead
with the money.

They ask whether the moose will come back.
Whether the water will run clean. Whether young
people will have a reason to stay, and work worth
doing when they do.

Those are the benefits this publication describes,
and they are the ones we think are worth
measuring.

A LWAY S  I N  A  G O O D  WAY

A project that pays well but leaves the land poorer
has failed, whatever the credits say.

13



B I R C H  CA R B O N  I N S I G H TS B E N E F I TS

O U R  R O L E

How the Birch
Carbon Program
Supports
Communities
We work alongside Indigenous Nations throughout
project development. Our role includes:

O U R  G OA L

To simplify a complex process while supporting
Indigenous-led stewardship, informed decision-
making, and long-term sustainability.

Identifying which benefits a territory may
realistically support
Explaining technical requirements in plain language
Coordinating scientific assessment and
quantification
Supporting project registration and independent
verification
Connecting verified credits with qualified buyers
Helping communities decide, at every stage
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B I R C H  CA R B O N  I N S I G H TS B E N E F I TS

N E X T  S T E P S

Where a Nation Can
Begin
There is no obligation at any stage, and no land use
changes while questions are still being answered.

TO  B E G I N  A  C O N V E R S AT I O N

info@michaelbirch.ca
birchcarbonprogram.com

Name the benefits that matter. Revenue, habitat,
employment, capacity. Communities weigh them
differently, and that shapes the project.
Talk it through. We can meet with Chief and
Council, staff, or community members and answer
questions in plain language.
Look at the land. A preliminary review helps
identify which benefits a territory may realistically
support.
Decide together. Any next step is the Nation's
decision, on the Nation's timeline.
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R E S O U R C E S  &  R E F E R E N C E S B E N E F I TS

O R I G I N A L  S O U R C E

Resources &
References

E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E
CA N A DA

The Essentials: Benefits of
Greenhouse Gas Offset Projects
Read the original publication ↗

G OV E R N M E N T  O F  CA N A DA  ·  G R E E N H O U S E
GAS  O F F S E T  TO O L K I T

Section: Benefits of greenhouse gas
offset projects
Open that section of the toolkit ↗

Attribution. The Essentials: Benefits of Greenhouse Gas Offset
Projects is a publication of Environment and Climate Change
Canada, Government of Canada, published under the Greenhouse
Gas Offset Toolkit. All rights in the original publication remain with
the Government of Canada.

About this summary. This Birch Carbon Program Summary is an
educational companion to the original publication. It is intended to
improve accessibility and understanding while encouraging readers
to consult the complete Government of Canada document. It is not
legal, financial, or technical advice.
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https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/eccc/documents/pdf/climate-change/ghg-offset/indigenous-toolkit/The%20Carbon%20Essentials_EN-C.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pricing-pollution-how-it-will-work/output-based-pricing-system/federal-greenhouse-gas-offset-system/toolkit.html#toc2


I N D I G E N O U S  L E A D E R S H I P .

N AT U R A L  S O L U T I O N S .

S H A R E D  P R O S P E R I T Y .

Part of the Indigenous Carbon Knowledge
Centre. Plain-language summaries of the
publications that matter most to Nations.

B IRCHCARBONPROGRAM.COM

https://birchcarbonprogram.com/

