




A B O U T  T H I S  S U M M A RY CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

B I R C H  C A R B O N  P R O G R A M  S U M M A R Y

About This
Summary
Canada's Greenhouse Gas Offset Credit System is
the federal framework that lets eligible projects
generate verified offset credits by reducing
emissions or removing carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere.

Established under the Greenhouse Gas Pollution
Pricing Act, it creates a regulated pathway for
projects that produce measurable environmental
benefit while generating credits that may be sold
into Canada's compliance carbon market.

Original Publication
Canada's Greenhouse
Gas Offset Credit
System
Environment and
Climate Change Canada

This Edition
An educational
companion prepared by
the Birch Carbon
Program for Indigenous
Nations.
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

T H E  S TA R T I N G  P O I N T

Why This
Matters
Indigenous Nations steward some of
Canada's largest intact forests,
wetlands and peatlands.

Those landscapes hold carbon and support
biodiversity. The federal system creates a route for
qualifying projects to generate recognized credits
while Nations retain ownership and stewardship of
their lands.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

Understanding how the federal system works is
what lets a community evaluate a carbon
opportunity rather than take someone else's word
for it.
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A  N AT I O N A L  M A R K E T CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

AT  A  G L A N C E

A National
Compliance Market
The federal system supports projects that reduce
emissions or increase removals, and provides a
transparent framework for issuing compliance-
grade credits.

It sets consistent national rules for project
registration, monitoring, verification, credit issuance
and tracking.
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T H E  S I X  R E Q U I R E M E N TS CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 1

The Six
Requirements
Every reduction has to be all six of these before a
credit can be issued:

Real
Additional
Quantifiable
Independently verified
Unique
Permanent
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F E D E R A L  O F F S E T  P R OTO C O L S CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 2

Federal Offset
Protocols
Projects follow an approved protocol specific to
their type. Each protocol establishes:

W H Y  P R OTO C O L S  E X I S T

They make a tonne mean the same thing from one
project to the next, anywhere in Canada.

Eligibility requirements
Measurement methods
Monitoring requirements
Reporting procedures
Verification standards
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C R E D I T  T R AC K I N G CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 3

Credit
Tracking
All issued credits are recorded in Canada's Credit
and Tracking System, a public registry.

W H AT  T H AT  P R E V E N T S

Double counting. A credit sold once cannot be sold
again, and the whole chain is visible. That is what
buyers are paying for.
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W H AT  I T  G UA R A N T E E S CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 4

What the System
Guarantees
Consistent national rules from registration through
to tracking, so that every federal offset credit
represents a real, measurable, additional, verified
and permanent environmental benefit.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

That rigour is what makes a credit worth something.
It also sets the standard a Nation's project has to
meet, which is why capacity and data come first.
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W H AT  I T  CA N  M E A N CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y

What It Can
Mean for a Nation
For many Nations, a qualifying project can create
the conditions for:

Long-term environmental revenue
Stronger land stewardship
Support for Guardians programs
Local employment
Protection of culturally significant landscapes
Economic reconciliation through conservation
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O U R  P E R S P E C T I V E CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

B I R C H  C A R B O N  P R O G R A M  P E R S P E C T I V E

The Federal Layer
of the Picture
This is the national frame that sits alongside the
provincial systems in Alberta, British Columbia and
Québec. Each has its own rules, and the right
pathway depends on the territory, the activity and
the Nation's objectives.

W H E R E  TO  S TA R T

Not with a market. With the land, the rights and the
governance, then the activity, then the protocol that
fits it.
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T H E  K E Y  TA K E AWAY CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

T H E  K E Y  TA K E A W A Y

Every credit has to be real,
additional, quantifiable, verified,
unique and permanent.

Those six words are the whole system. They explain
why protocols exist, why verification is
independent, why the registry is public, and why
holding carbon-rich land is a starting point rather
than a qualification.

R E A D  A L O N G S I D E

The five toolkit summaries in this library, which walk
the same system step by step, and the provincial
summaries for comparison.
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R E S O U R C E S  &  R E F E R E N C E S CA N A DA' S  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

O R I G I N A L  S O U R C E

Resources &
References

E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E
CA N A DA

Canada's Greenhouse Gas Offset
Credit System
Read the original publication ↗

G OV E R N M E N T  O F  CA N A DA  ·  P R OTO C O L S
A N D  R E G I S T RY

Federal offset protocols, and the
Credit and Tracking System
Open the protocols page ↗

Attribution. Canada's Greenhouse Gas Offset Credit System is a
publication of Environment and Climate Change Canada,
Government of Canada. All rights in the original publication remain
with the Government of Canada.

About this summary. This Birch Carbon Program Summary has
been prepared as an educational companion to the original
publication. It is intended to improve accessibility and understanding
while encouraging readers to consult the complete Government of
Canada resource for full technical guidance. It is not legal, financial,
or technical advice.
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https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pricing-pollution-how-it-will-work/output-based-pricing-system/federal-greenhouse-gas-offset-system.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/pricing-pollution-how-it-will-work/output-based-pricing-system/federal-greenhouse-gas-offset-system/protocols.html


I N D I G E N O U S  L E A D E R S H I P .

N AT U R A L  S O L U T I O N S .

S H A R E D  P R O S P E R I T Y .

Part of the Indigenous Carbon Knowledge
Centre. Plain-language summaries of the
publications that matter most to Nations.

B IRCHCARBONPROGRAM.COM

https://birchcarbonprogram.com/

