




A B O U T  T H I S  S U M M A RY I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

B I R C H  C A R B O N  P R O G R A M  S U M M A R Y

About This
Summary
Indigenous-led Natural Climate Solutions is a
dedicated stream within Canada's Nature Smart
Climate Solutions Fund, designed specifically to
support First Nations, Inuit and Métis leadership in
natural climate solutions.

Up to $76.9 million is set aside for Indigenous-led
initiatives, supporting both capacity building and
on-the-ground work that conserves, restores and
improves the management of ecosystems while
capturing and storing carbon.

Original Publication
Indigenous-led Natural
Climate Solutions
Environment and
Climate Change Canada

This Edition
An educational
companion prepared by
the Birch Carbon
Program for Indigenous
Nations.
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

T H E  S TA R T I N G  P O I N T

Why This
Matters
The program recognizes Nations as
leaders in natural climate solutions,
not participants in someone else's
strategy.

Its distinctions-based structure is implemented
collaboratively with First Nations, Inuit and Métis,
intended to recognize different perspectives, rights,
responsibilities and needs.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

Benefits can reach past carbon into climate
resilience, food security, species at risk, culturally
important species, capacity, economic opportunity
and intergenerational knowledge transfer.
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AT  A  G L A N C E I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

AT  A  G L A N C E

At a Glance
Up to $76.9M
Dedicated to
Indigenous-led natural
climate solutions.

Indigenous Led
Nations, communities,
governments and
representative
organizations are
eligible.

Nature and Carbon
Protect and restore
ecosystems while
increasing their ability to
capture and store
carbon.

More Than Climate
Biodiversity, resilience,
food security, culturally
important species,
knowledge and
economic opportunity.
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C O N S E RVAT I O N  &  R E STO R AT I O N I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 1

Conservation &
Restoration

Conservation
Protecting ecosystems
and their existing
carbon stores, including
through stewardship
and forms of land or
development-right
securement.

Restoration
Inland, coastal and
peatland habitats,
including work intended
to increase carbon
capture in vegetation
and soils.
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M A N AG E M E N T  &  CA PAC I T Y I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 2

Management
& Capacity
Indigenous-led management can improve
ecosystem health and increase the greenhouse
gases stored in natural landscapes. Funding also
covers the work that has to happen first:

Inventories, surveys and monitoring
Research and conservation planning
Training and technical capacity
Carbon-mitigation assessments

9



I N D I G E N O U S  K N OW L E D G E I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 3

Indigenous
Knowledge
Eligible activities specifically include gathering and
transferring Indigenous Traditional Knowledge,
alongside research, monitoring, conservation
planning and technical approaches.

W H Y  T H AT  I N C L U S I O N  M AT T E R S

It lets climate initiatives be informed by technical
measurement and by generations of knowledge of
the same lands and waters, rather than choosing
between them.
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M E AS U R I N G  CA R B O N  M AT T E R S I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 4

Measuring
Carbon Matters
Projects involving restoration, conservation or
improved land management are expected to
dedicate resources to collecting information,
including field data, that can support reporting on
greenhouse-gas outcomes.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

Stewardship increasingly has to be backed by
credible measurement, monitoring and
documentation wherever climate outcomes are
being quantified. That capacity carries straight over
into carbon projects.
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A L R E A DY  H A P P E N I N G I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

E V I D E N C E  O F  L E A D E R S H I P

Already
Happening
These are not hypothetical projects. In December
2025 Canada announced support for sixteen First
Nations Indigenous-led natural climate solutions
initiatives for 2025 to 2026.

S E E  W H E R E  T H E  W O R K  I S

The program publishes a map of funded projects,
which is a practical way to find Nations already
doing the work and learn from them.
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O U R  P E R S P E C T I V E I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

B I R C H  C A R B O N  P R O G R A M  P E R S P E C T I V E

The Pieces Belong
Together
Canada's own Indigenous-led initiative recognizes
that conservation, restoration, improved land
management, monitoring, Indigenous Knowledge
and carbon measurement work together rather than
separately.

T H E  S H I F T  U N D E R N E AT H  I T

Forests, wetlands, peatlands and grasslands are not
simply land. They carry measurable environmental
and climate value.
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T H E  K E Y  TA K E AWAY I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

T H E  K E Y  TA K E A W A Y

Protecting a landscape can serve
climate action, biodiversity,
culture, resilience and economy
at once.

For a Nation weighing carbon opportunities, this
program can fund the groundwork: the inventories,
monitoring, planning and technical capacity a
credible project needs before it exists.

R E A D  A L O N G S I D E

Our summary of the wider federal funding directory,
and of the Nature Smart Climate Solutions Fund this
stream sits inside.
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R E S O U R C E S  &  R E F E R E N C E S I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  N C S

O R I G I N A L  S O U R C E

Resources &
References

E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E
CA N A DA

Indigenous-led Natural Climate
Solutions
Read the original publication ↗

G OV E R N M E N T  O F  CA N A DA  ·  F U N D E D
P R O J E C T S

Map of Indigenous-led Natural
Climate Solutions projects
Open the project map ↗

Attribution. Indigenous-led Natural Climate Solutions is a
publication of Environment and Climate Change Canada,
Government of Canada. All rights in the original publication remain
with the Government of Canada.

About this summary. This Birch Carbon Program Summary has
been prepared as an educational companion to the original
publication. Program funding, eligibility and intake periods change,
so readers should consult the Government of Canada resource
directly. It is not legal, financial, or technical advice.
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https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-funding/programs/indigenous-led-natural-climate-solutions.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-funding/programs/indigenous-led-natural-climate-solutions/map.html


I N D I G E N O U S  L E A D E R S H I P .

N AT U R A L  S O L U T I O N S .

S H A R E D  P R O S P E R I T Y .

Part of the Indigenous Carbon Knowledge
Centre. Plain-language summaries of the
publications that matter most to Nations.

B IRCHCARBONPROGRAM.COM

https://birchcarbonprogram.com/

