




A B O U T  T H I S  S U M M A RY N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

B I R C H  C A R B O N  P R O G R A M  S U M M A R Y

About This
Summary
The Nature Smart Climate Solutions Fund uses the
power of nature to address climate change while
protecting biodiversity and supporting human
wellbeing.

Administered by Environment and Climate Change
Canada, it is a $1.4 billion, ten-year fund
supporting projects that conserve, restore and
improve the management of carbon-rich
ecosystems.

Original Publication
Nature Smart Climate
Solutions Fund
Environment and
Climate Change Canada

This Edition
An educational
companion prepared by
the Birch Carbon
Program for Indigenous
Nations.
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

T H E  S TA R T I N G  P O I N T

Why This
Matters
Healthy ecosystems are being
recognized as climate infrastructure,
not just environmental assets.

Canada is placing measurable value on the same
natural systems Nations have protected for
generations: forests, wetlands, peatlands and
grasslands.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

Within this fund, up to $76.9 million is set aside
specifically for Indigenous-led Natural Climate
Solutions.
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AT  A  G L A N C E N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

AT  A  G L A N C E

At a Glance
$1.4 Billion
Invested through the
fund.

Ten Years
Supporting natural
climate solutions
through 2030 to 2031.

5 to 7 Mt
Targeted annual
greenhouse gas
reductions by 2030.

Nature at the Centre
Forests, wetlands,
peatlands and
grasslands.
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C O N S E RVAT I O N  &  R E STO R AT I O N N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 1

Conservation &
Restoration

Conservation
Protecting carbon-rich
ecosystems from
conversion or
degradation prevents
the release of carbon
already stored in the
landscape.

Restoration
Restoring degraded
ecosystems rebuilds
their ability to capture
carbon while improving
biodiversity.
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I M P R OV E D  L A N D  M A N AG E M E N T N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 2

Improved Land
Management
Changing how forests and other landscapes are
managed can reduce emissions while keeping
ecosystems healthier.

W H E R E  T H I S  C O N N E C T S  TO  C A R B O N  M A R K E T S

Improved Forest Management is one of the
recognized routes to generating credits in several
carbon systems. The same activity can serve a
grant-funded project and a future carbon project.
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M E AS U R A B L E  O U TC O M E S N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 3

Measurable
Outcomes
The program places real weight on measuring and
reporting the greenhouse gas reductions that result.
It tracks:

Hectares conserved, managed or restored
Greenhouse gas reductions
Jobs created
Improvements in land-sector methodologies
The number of Indigenous-led projects supported
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W H AT  T H E  F U N D  A I M S  AT N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 4

What the
Fund Aims At
The objectives run wider than protecting land:

Reduce net greenhouse gas emissions and
increase carbon storage
Restore biodiversity and protect wildlife habitat
Strengthen climate resilience
Advance scientific knowledge
Contribute to reconciliation with Indigenous
Peoples
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T H E  I N D I G E N O U S - L E D  ST R E A M N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

A  D E D I C AT E D  PAT H W A Y

The Indigenous-
Led Stream
Up to $76.9 million within the fund supports First
Nations, Inuit and Métis Nations, communities and
organizations leading projects themselves.

Conservation and ecological restoration
Ecosystem monitoring and inventories
Indigenous Traditional Knowledge
Conservation planning and carbon-mitigation
assessments
Capacity development
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O U R  P E R S P E C T I V E N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

B I R C H  C A R B O N  P R O G R A M  P E R S P E C T I V E

Groundwork for
a Carbon Project
Much of what this fund pays for is exactly what a
credible carbon project needs before it can exist:
inventories, monitoring, planning, methodology
work and technical capacity.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

Protecting natural landscapes can produce climate,
biodiversity, cultural, community and economic
benefits at the same time. This fund is Canada
saying so with money.
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T H E  K E Y  TA K E AWAY N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

T H E  K E Y  TA K E A W A Y

Healthy ecosystems are
increasingly treated as critical
climate infrastructure.

That shift is what makes stewardship fundable.
Canada is measuring hectares, tonnes, jobs and
methodologies, which means the work Nations
already do is being counted.

R E A D  A L O N G S I D E

Our summary of Indigenous-led Natural Climate
Solutions, the dedicated stream inside this fund.
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R E S O U R C E S  &  R E F E R E N C E S N AT U R E  S M A R T  F U N D

O R I G I N A L  S O U R C E

Resources &
References

E N V I R O N M E N T  A N D  C L I M AT E  C H A N G E
CA N A DA

Nature Smart Climate Solutions Fund
Read the original publication ↗

G OV E R N M E N T  O F  CA N A DA  ·  D E D I CAT E D
S T R E A M

Indigenous-led Natural Climate
Solutions
Open the Indigenous-led stream ↗

Attribution. Nature Smart Climate Solutions Fund is a publication of
Environment and Climate Change Canada, Government of Canada.
All rights in the original publication remain with the Government of
Canada.

About this summary. This Birch Carbon Program Summary has
been prepared as an educational companion to the original
publication. Program funding, eligibility and intake periods change,
so readers should consult the Government of Canada resource
directly. It is not legal, financial, or technical advice.
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https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-funding/programs/nature-smart-climate-solutions-fund.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-funding/programs/indigenous-led-natural-climate-solutions.html


I N D I G E N O U S  L E A D E R S H I P .

N AT U R A L  S O L U T I O N S .

S H A R E D  P R O S P E R I T Y .

Part of the Indigenous Carbon Knowledge
Centre. Plain-language summaries of the
publications that matter most to Nations.

B IRCHCARBONPROGRAM.COM

https://birchcarbonprogram.com/

