




A B O U T  T H I S  S U M M A RY Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

B I R C H  C A R B O N  P R O G R A M  S U M M A R Y

About This
Summary
Québec's system lets individuals and companies
voluntarily undertake eligible projects in sectors not
covered by the province's carbon market.

Where those projects produce qualifying reductions
or removals, the Government of Québec can issue
offset credits. Those credits can then be sold to
companies regulated under the provincial market
and used toward their compliance obligations.

Original Publication
Offset Credits
Government of Québec

Framework
Québec's cap-and-
trade system for
greenhouse gas
emission allowances.
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W H Y  T H I S  M AT T E R S Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

T H E  S TA R T I N G  P O I N T

Why This
Matters
Three provinces, three different
systems.

Alberta, British Columbia and Québec do not run
identical carbon markets. Each has its own rules,
eligible activities, protocols, registries and
compliance structures.

W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S  TO  I N D I G E N O U S  N AT I O N S

Carbon development should not start from the
assumption that one model works everywhere in
Canada. It starts with the territory and the Nation's
objectives, then finds the right pathway.
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AT  A  G L A N C E Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

AT  A  G L A N C E

At a Glance
1 Credit = 1 Tonne
One credit is one tonne
of greenhouse gas
reduced or removed.

Regulated Market
Credits are issued inside
Québec's formal cap-
and-trade system.

Approved Projects
Projects must follow a
regulation or protocol
approved by Québec.

Public Registry
Project information,
verification reports and
issued credits are
documented publicly.
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H OW  T H E  S Y ST E M  WO R KS Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 1

How the
System Works

T H E  C R I T I C A L  D I S T I N C T I O N

Reducing emissions or storing carbon does not
automatically create a carbon credit. The activity
must qualify under an approved Québec regulation
or protocol first.

An eligible project is undertaken
Under an approved regulation or protocol
The greenhouse gas benefit is measured
The claim is verified
Government issues the credits
Credits enter the market and reach a regulated
buyer
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E L I G I B L E  P R O J E C T  T Y P E S Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 2

Eligible
Project Types

A N  O P E R AT I N G  M A R K E T,  N OT  A  P R O P O S A L

As of 8 July 2026 Québec reports 2,328,518 credits
issued: 1,383,270 from landfill methane and
945,248 from halocarbon destruction.

Landfill methane
Halocarbon destruction
Afforestation and reforestation
Agricultural methane
Coal-mine methane
Manure anaerobic digestion
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A F F O R E STAT I O N  &  R E F O R E STAT … Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST …

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 3

Afforestation &
Reforestation
Québec's listed land-based pathway concerns
carbon sequestration through afforestation or
reforestation on privately owned land.

R E A D  T H I S  C A R E F U L LY

That is not the same as issuing credits for an
existing standing forest because it stores a lot of
carbon. The project must involve an eligible activity
and meet Québec's regulatory requirements.
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C O M P L I A N C E  C R E AT E S  D E M A N D Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

K E Y  C O N C E P T  0 4

Compliance
Creates Demand
These are not voluntary environmental certificates.
Companies regulated by the provincial carbon
market can buy eligible credits to help meet legal
obligations.

8%
O F  T O TA L  E M I S S I O N S

The current ceiling on how much regulated
companies may cover with offset credits,
preserving the incentive to cut emissions directly
rather than buy their way out.
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V E R I F I CAT I O N  &  T R A N S PA R E N C Y Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

M A R K E T  I N T E G R I T Y

Verification &
Transparency
Québec maintains a public Register of Offset Credit
Projects carrying project information, project
reports, verification reports and the credits issued
for each project.

A N  I N T E G R I T Y  M E C H A N I S M  W O R T H  N OT I N G

Of the credits issued for a project, 97 per cent go to
the promoter. The remainder is placed in the
Minister's environmental integrity account.
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O U R  P E R S P E C T I V E Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

B I R C H  C A R B O N  P R O G R A M  P E R S P E C T I V E

Two Separate
Questions
A Nation's natural carbon potential and its eligible
carbon-credit opportunity are not the same
question. A territory may hold enormous carbon in
forests, soils and wetlands. The next step is
narrower.

What activity is eligible?
Which protocol or regulation applies?
Who holds the rights and authority?
What benefit can be demonstrated, measured and
verified?
Which market can recognize the resulting credits?
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T H E  K E Y  TA K E AWAY Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

T H E  K E Y  TA K E A W A Y

Natural carbon becomes a
marketable credit only when an
eligible outcome satisfies the
rules of a recognized system.

The same lesson Alberta and British Columbia
teach, from a third set of rules.

A  L I V E  D E V E L O P M E N T

Québec consulted on changes to its cap-and-trade
system, including reducing the overall limit on
offset-credit use and reserving part of it for
Québec-issued credits. The consultation closed 3
July 2026 and comments were being analyzed.
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R E S O U R C E S  &  R E F E R E N C E S Q U É B E C  O F F S E T  S Y ST E M

O R I G I N A L  S O U R C E

Resources &
References

G OV E R N M E N T  O F  Q U É B E C

Offset Credits
Read the original publication ↗

G OV E R N M E N T  O F  Q U É B E C  ·  P U B L I C
R E G I S T RY

Register of Offset Credit Projects
Open the register ↗

Attribution. The offset credit materials are publications of the
Government of Québec. All rights in the original publications remain
with the Government of Québec. Figures cited are as reported by
the province.

About this summary. This Birch Carbon Program Summary has
been prepared as an educational companion to the original
publication. Rules, ceilings and eligible protocols change, so readers
should consult the provincial resource directly. It is not legal,
financial, or technical advice.
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https://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/changements/carbone/credits-compensatoires/index-en.htm
https://www.environnement.gouv.qc.ca/changements/carbone/credits-compensatoires/registre_creditscompensatoires-en.htm


I N D I G E N O U S  L E A D E R S H I P .

N AT U R A L  S O L U T I O N S .

S H A R E D  P R O S P E R I T Y .

Part of the Indigenous Carbon Knowledge
Centre. Plain-language summaries of the
publications that matter most to Nations.

B IRCHCARBONPROGRAM.COM

https://birchcarbonprogram.com/

